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part one:

the death
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“The current

[t is living offftheawork; money, and
energy of previousigenerations from a

previous ¥
g’vhen the

money runs out(80% pney given to
congregations comes rom people age
fifty-five and older) or when the
remaining three-fourths of a generation

who are institutional loyalists die off or
both.”

The plug will*be
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In fact, in' both the biologic:
spiritual world, decay is often
necessary for new growth to
appear.
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. From 1990 to 2000, the combined
membe I.'L.'JFI | r| 01 F b Vel T e

deno #i 1S ined by
almost 5 ¥ I ercent),
while the'l d by 24

million (1°
. The ’u‘ oe attending
church on a given Sunday has steadily
declined.
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This is the Future of the American Church Attendance Percentage
if Nothing Changes
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2006-2007 Church Attendance Growth by Size
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“I believe that the great pastoral reality
for the church in the mted States is
that we are watching the termination of
the world we have |J‘,f-” too long and
lost- a world! of: Western, white, male,
heterosexiial dc Oomination, pnvllege and
certitude. Ithiasievaporated before our
eyes. IIS110SS u:pm . acres of rage and
anx:lety .. Itis: udg:nent that the
great pastore ~; DL ortuﬂ]ty among us is
to utter faithful folk into the abyss too
long denied, and to utter faithful folk
through the abyss into newness..

- Walter Bruggeman, Professor of OT at
Columbia Theological Seminary
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