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· The world has changed;
· I feel it in the water;
· I feel it in the earth;
· I smell it in the air;
· Much that once was is lost,
· For few now live who remember it.


· 












--J.R.R. Tolkien 
· The church needs to discover what century it is living in.

· The culture of our nation is becoming

· Multi-Ethnic / Multi-Cultural
· Post-Modern

· Post-Christian
· Table Exercise:  (10 years old)

· If you ate at a table, what shape was the table?

· Where was table?  Kitchen? Dining Room?  TV?

· Seating arrangement

· Was everyone at the table?

· Who prepared food?  Who served it?

· How did food get on the plate?  Shared/passed? Buffet line?

· If you were served, who got served first?

· Conversation: who spoke at dinner?  What did they talk about?
If you got to speak, what did you talk about?

· Who cleaned up after meal?

· What did this teach you intentionally/unintentionally about male & female roles?

· What did this teach you about your role in the family as a child?

· What did this teach you about power dynamics in family – who had power? Who did not?  

· Even at our tables we have different cultures!


· The Iceberg Analogy of Culture
· What made Titanic sink?  The visible part or the invisible?
· Clashing icebergs – the church HAS to learn how to deal with this
· The culture of our nation is becoming
· Multi-Ethnic
· Does our church reflect this now?  No.
As we talk about younger generations tonight, one of the things you’ll learn is that they are looking for AUTHENTICITY in the church, Genuineness, Integrity.  When young people step into church and look around and see that everyone looks exactly like them, they think “This isn’t the real world, this isn’t authentic.”
· One of the iceberg collisions we’re going to have to deal with is the generational piece of our culture…
· those of you with teenage or young adult children or grandchildren, think about your own family for a minute:

· seem to have strange/different values

· ‘not how I raised you!’

· not involved in church
· don’t get it
· older generations expecting younger generations to eventually look like them – “they’ll come around.”
· But it’s not an issue of maturity it’s really a cultural shift

· it’s not a familial oddity – it’s happening everywhere – b/c it’s a generational thing!

· The younger generations will NEVER look like the older generations because our whole world and world view is different…our iceberg doesn’t look like your iceberg.

· Let’s look at WHY…
· Generation Gaps

· Baby Busters



1920 – 1945

· Baby Boomers


            1946 – 1964

· Generation X



1964 – 1979

· Millennials




1980 – 1992

· Definition of “generation” has changed.
· Since early 1990s, definition of “generation” has evolved:
 now about 6 years
· The Millenial Generation
· Currently ages 18 – 29
· 50 million of them in the U.S.
· More educated than their elders
but also more likely to be unemployed or underemployed
· Mostly Democratic
· Positive view of Government
· Self-identify as liberal
· Only 55% is white 
· Sexual norm, new technology, political differences, workplace behavior, age of consent, age of responsibility, the education system 

· We are transient people.  
Most of us will not die 25 miles from where we grew up 
as was true 100 years ago.

· Most Gen X and Millenial adults will change jobs 5 times in their lives.

“We’ve seen more of the world, if not by travel, then via the intenet.  We value diverstiry and learning and have been exposed to many political ideologies and worldviews, not just mom and dad’s.  We made nerdiness trendy.”


“We became adults under the Bush Administration and so our first adult political experience was seeing how the neoconservative movement screwed our nation and other nations up.”
· The shift in how younger generations think about church is directly related to this cultural shift , these differences in our icebergs.

· Authenticity

· Transparency

· Finances – not institutional givers

· Environmental concerns

· Social Justice and church presence in the world

· Less religious, but more spiritual
· Millenials and Gen X’s associate the church with being religious, see it as an institution, and they’re not wrong, but they distinguish between being religious and being spiritual

· Survey of some of our Gen X and Millenials and asked
 “What’s the difference between being “religious” and being “spiritual”?

· You can be spiritual without adhering to any specific religion.  But, you can also be religious, without feeling the spirit behind that belief.  That’s one of my critiques of the church.

· Spirituality can compliment religion but not always vice versa. Being religious is something that is concrete, something heavier and rigid. 


· Religious = not me
Spiritual = something I’m working towards


· Spirituality can compliment religion but not always vice versa. Being religious is something that is concrete, something heavier and rigid. 

· Religion and Spirituality are better together than either one is alone. Religion can give you a community and a well-considered path to help you along your spiritual journey. However, if religion is lacking in individual spiritual experience, it can become just a mindless habit and devoid of any true meaning. 

These responses echo the transition in our culture from the age of “Modernity” to “Post Modernity”

· The generations in our churches today represent people living on both sides of the transition 
· Modernity:

· Characterized by scientific ways of knowing – we know something is true through experimentation and verification

· “Modern” or “Newtonian” worldview – what is real is that which can be known through the methods of science. Epistomology (how we know) has become Ontology (what is real).

· This yields a material understanding of reality

· Reality is made up of tiny bits of ‘stuff’ all of them interacting with each other in accord with “natural laws”

· Has made us skeptical about spiritual reality (absoloutizing of modern world view = Nietzsche & “death of God” theology)
· Has led us to be preoccupied with factuality.  Modern western culture is the only culture in human history that has identified truth with factuality.  We are “fact fundamentalists” – if a statement isn’t scientifically or historically factual, it isn’t true.  P.16

· Christianity in this period became preoccupied with the dynamic of believing or not believing – faith became about believing “iffy” things
· Therefore, the  job of the church is to make more “believers”
· Postmodernity:

· Marked by the realization that Modernity itself is a culturally conditioned, relatively historical construction – the modern worldview is no more the final word about reality than previous worldviews have been

· Marked by uncertainty, with skepticism and cynicism about over-certainty

· Marked by a turn from scientific proof to experience – this is seen in the return to “spirituality” which is the experiential realm of religion

· Thus, story is king

· Movement beyond fact fundamentalism – stories can be true whether they are factual or not (E.G. Genesis story – modern world view said it’s true because it’s God’s word and because it’s true, it must also be factual.  Post-Modern world view says it’s true even if it’s not factual).
· historicity is a silly question because postmoderns/millenials/emergents  understand that there is no such thing as history apart from the teller 

· Importance on how we are different from our ancestors without negating the validity of their experiences

· Generations of Re-visionists – not revisionists.  Don’t mean improvement of something that has been poorly done (term paper) but “seeing again”

CHRISTIAN to POST CHRISTIAN

· In that same survey, we asked our Gen X’s and Millenials to talk about negative experiences of church.  Here are some of their responses…
· •Segregation, holier than thou-ness, closed-mindedness, dogmatic preachiness. 

· •I’ve found the contemporary American church to be largely something I had no desire to be a part of or experience. I’ve seen churches as dens of hypocrisy that planted seeds of guilt and exclusion. The mainstream of society tends to see religion as evangelical and conservative. This has also been my experience. And this, coupled with the lack of any apparent interest in the inner journey and the “Care and feeding” of the soul is what were most negative to me.

· •made me feel uncomfortable, guilty, scared, isolated 

· •People seemed to be at church in order to “see” and “be seen”

· •Building had stained glassed windows so that we couldn’t see into the environment around the church. This played into my sense that the church was inwardly focused

· •People were at church only because they felt they were supposed to be

· •Trendy services as though they were trying to convince me to come there

· •Convinced they have the “truth” and ignore that we live in a diverse world that is bigger than any one worldview

· •Hypocrisy – church preached about God’s love for all of creation but were themselves exclusive and bigoted

· •Church ignored or minimalized issues important to me: homosexuality, social justice, women in ministry, poverty, health-care, AIDS in Africa, orphans in China

This is all part of what I mean when I say we’re in the middle of a transition from the Christian World into the Post-Christian World…

· In the Christian World, ministry and practice was defined by:
· 

the needs of the church members
· 

the doctrines of the church
· 

the structure of the institution
· The pastoral role was to attend to the members and keep the ship sailing smoothly.

· In the Post-Christian World, ministry and practice will be defined by:
· the needs of the those outside the church
· the message of Christ
· the passions of Christians
· The pastoral role is to help the church live into Christ’s mission externally, and therefore, also internally.
· Gen X and Millenials are aware of these multi-ethnic, post-modern, post-Christian realities BECAUSE we live in the midst of them in every part of our lives…except in the church.

· This is what is going to give birth to the NEW church culture as our current church culture dies away. What is birthed, what we must be midwives to, is The Missional Church…which is what we’ll talk about next week!

